Dermatological Section 165 nmajority of the nerves are cut transversely. The arrangements of the segments of nerve in section suggest that the segments are sections of one or more tortuous nerves from which branches are given off."
THE patient, a lad, aged 13, came to the London Hospital on account of swellings on the third finger of the left hand. The finger appeared to have been normal to all appearances until the boy was aged 5, when a small, wartlike lump was noticed on the dorsum of the left third finger. This swelling was painted with iodine but did not disappear. Since then fresh lesions have appeared from time to time, and some even within the last twelve months. There was no history of injury and the lesions have been painless and free from itching. On the third finger of the left hand, the skin over the second phalanx was slightly red and glazed, the whole phalanx being spindle-shaped. On palpation the swelling was found to consist of several small hard nodules, varying in size from a lentil to a pea. Three of these were on the ulnar side of the articulation of the first and second phalanges. Four nodules were grouped about the head of the second phalanx, and one large nodule at its base. Three nodules lay along the radial side of the same phalanx, and one on the palmar aspect. The nodules were distinctly subcutaneous, the epidermis over them was not movable apart from the nodules and had a stretched appearance. The nodules did not appear to be fixed to the bone. The general appearance of the finger suggested strumous dactylitis, but there had been no suppuration, and the swellings were discrete and hard. There was no enlarged gland at the angle of the jaw on the left side, and the boy had had double pneumonia when he was aged 7, but the swelling had been present before this. An aunt on the father's side had died of phthisis.
The exhibitor believed that the growths were fibromata, and this view was shared by several members present. A biopsy has been made, but the report on the specimen is not yet to hand.
